Biological Sciences in 1957 Sciences in (serving through 1966 , and was named the Dean of the College of Biological Sciences and Renewable Resources in 1961, a position she held until 1972. After serving in other administrative positions (Director of Academic Advising, 1973 -1979 ; Administrative Associate for Academic Programs in the Chancellor 's office, 1973-1980) , she declined further administrative responsibilities to concentrate on research and the development of the University of Alaska Museum. She served as Curator of Terrestrial Vertebrates (1972 Vertebrates ( -1990 and then as Curator of Ornithology until her retirement in 1997. In 1999 she was awarded Emeritus status as Professor, Dean, and Curator of Ornithology.
Brina was a true scientific pioneer, blazing a bold new trail in Alaska ornithology for succeeding generations. For more than 55 years, Brina conducted research and published on many aspects of Alaska's avifauna, with particular emphasis on birds of the taiga and tundra. Her early Alaska fieldwork, in the 1950s, would have taken her to the North Slope, but in those days the Department of Defense would not allow a woman to conduct fieldwork in U.S. Naval Petroleum Reserve #4. She served as principal investigator and worked on the analysis and write-up of the results, but Tom Cade and George Schaller conducted the fieldwork. She was not happy that they would accept her freshman student, Schaller, but not her more experienced self to collect the data. Schaller later became a preeminent conservation biologist. A few years later, with the legendary Olaus and Margaret Murie, she worked in the Brooks Range-an experience and an association she always treasured. Not long thereafter she began a particular interest in birds and avian habitats on the Seward Peninsula, where she conducted fieldwork for many years. Highlights of her scientific contributions include numerous pioneering works on the birds of Alaska and on Alaska habitats (e.g., Birds of the Seward Peninsula, and Habitat Characteristics of Some Passerine Birds in Western North American Taiga; University of Alaska Press, 1989 Press, , 1995 Brina was a warm correspondent with family and friends widely distributed throughout the U.S. and Canada. She made deposits into the University archives at 20-year intervals, leaving a detailed record of her experiences as a professional woman across six decades. The changes she saw were profound, stretching from Alaska's pre-statehood years to well into the 21st century. She was an early adopter of computers, obtaining one of the first grants for mainframe use at UAF, and she kept up with software and hardware technology as it changed during her career. Brina was also admired as a teacher and mentor, and served as a very effective role model, especially for women students. Brina was a savvy investor and a generous donor. She established a fund for the Birds of Alaska and endowed a Fund for Northern Ornithology at the University of Alaska and made other generous donations, including to the AOU.
Brina was predeceased by her husband, Raymond Roof; a sister, Jo Kessel Buyske; and a brother, McKeen Cattell Kessel. She leaves her sister Edgra Kessel Ringler and her husband, Ira, of Easton, Maryland; and her brother, Quentin Cattell Kessel, and his wife, Margaret, of Storrs, Connecticut.
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